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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-270
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission
Date of Introduction: April 22, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: April 24, 2014
Type of Action: Designation of historic landmark
Bill Summary: The bill designates the Norman Film Studios buildings at 6337 Arlington Road as a local historic landmark site. The bill declares that the complex of City-owned buildings meets 4 of the 7 criteria for designation, including 1) its value as a significant reminder of the cultural, historical, architectural, or archaeological heritage of the City, state or nation; 2) its location is the site of a significant local, state or national event; 3) it is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of the City, state or nation; and 7) its suitability for preservation or restoration.
Background Information: The structures that comprise the Norman Film Studios were constructed between 1900 and 1915, the original building as a cigar factory. The property was converted to a motion picture studio during Florida’s filmmaking heyday in the 1910s, originally as Eagle Film City and later purchased by Richard Norman in 1922 and operated as Norman Studios until 1928. Mr. Norman produced a groundbreaking series of films starring African-American characters in positive roles (aviators, cowboys, etc.) and aimed at the black audience. The City purchased the property in the 1990s and stabilized all of the structures, and leases one of the five buildings for use as a church.
Policy Impact Area: Historic landmark designation
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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